
1 

Fall 2015              whhs.whschools.org 

Students Create, 
Publish Phone App 

WHHS     
HOMECOMING  

WHHS held its annual Homecom-
ing Pep Rally in October, show-
casing student teams, perfor-
mances, and student and teacher 
contests. Students also  crowned 
a homecoming court. Though 
damp weather moved things in-
side, the show was as big as ever.  

Brett Gradoia and Riyad Al-Bakri are 
the first students in the WHHS Mobile 
Game Design class to have a game pub-
lished to the iPhone and Android app 
stores. Gradoia, a sophomore, created 
it last year in Mrs. MacNeil’s class, and 
Al-Bakri, a freshman, began helping 
soon after to finalize the game's 
graphics and coding. Apple accepted 
the game for its app store this fall. The 
game, called “TapTapMe,” challenges 
users to tap their phone screen as 
many times as possible in only a few 
seconds and beat a high score.  

Senior Chosen for State Board of Ed 
Senior Susannah Beyl, who was chosen last year as a student rep-
resentative for the city’s Board of Education, is now branching out 
to the state level. Beyl, who is also Class 
President, has been appointed by Gover-
nor Dannel P. Malloy to the Connecticut 
Board of Education as a new student rep-
resentative. She is one of just two stu-
dents in the entire state to have earned 
the distinction. Beyl is an accomplished 
student who this summer participated in 
Yale University’s Yale Daily News Summer 
Journalism Program and Yale Young Glob-
al Scholars session on international affairs and security. She’s also 
involved in the WHHS Theatre Workshop, WHHS band and school 
newspaper, as well as the WHHS mock trial team, Peer Advocate 
volunteer group and National Honor Society.  

Senior Susannah Beyl 

* Plaza Suite* 
NOVEMBER 20 & 21 AT 7:30 P.M. 

WHHS THEATRE WORKSHOP PRODUCTION 
PRE SALE TICKETS: $8 

STUDENTS WITH ID: $5  
AT THE DOOR: $10 
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Principal, D122 

Mrs. Gardner (203) 937-4360 x7109 

pamela.gardner@whschools.org 

Assistant Principal, E105 

Mrs. Paredes (203) 937-4360 x7110 

dana.paredes@whschools.org 

Assistant Principal, A-F,  Grades 10-12, D115 

Mr. DellaCamera (203) 937-4360 x7139 

John.dellacamera@whschools.org 

Assistant Principal, G-N, Grades 10-12, D127 

Mr. Shand (203) 937-4360 x7107 

scott.shand@whschools.org 

Assistant Principal, O-Z, Grades 10-12  

Mrs. Robles (203) 937-4360 x7103  

Patricia.robles@whschools.org    

Absence line: 

203-931-6899  

Dear WHHS families:  

We’re cruising along here at McDonough Plaza, having al-

ready closed our first marking period and had parent confer-

ences. Now is an ideal time for students to evaluate their ac-

ademic and study habits to determine if they are going in the 

right direction or need to make some adjustments. As al-

ways, students can find help from a peer tutor, their teach-

ers, or our Homework Help Center.  

Our young Westies have been hitting the books, but we’ve 

certainly made time for fun—our Homecoming pep rally and 

Fall Festival showcased our athletic teams and clubs and 

even some hidden dance skills from our staff and students.  

This fall, we also learned our WHHS renovation project will 

be put on hold for a few years. We look forward to picking up 

right where we left off when the time comes.  

In the meantime, we’ll be busy celebrating important mile-

stones: On-site College Decision Day Nov. 17 for some of our 

seniors, the success of a cell phone app developed by two of 

our students, another “Player of the Year” award for one of 

our student-athletes, and so much more.  

Sincerely, 
Pamela B. Gardner, Principal 

Register ShopRite card to help WHHS 

Register your ShopRite card to WHHS’ Shop 
Rite account number to help the school earn 
free supplies and equipment. The WHHS 
number is 17962. Register on shoprite-
foreducation.com 

Upcoming Events 

November 17              On-site College Decision Day 

November 20-21         Plaza Suite – Fall Play – 7:30pm 

November 23              Powderpuff Football Game 

November 25               Half-day of school 

November 26-27        Thanksgiving break—no school 

November 28              PTSA Fundraiser at Barnes & Noble 

December 1                 Completed college apps due 

December 4                 DECA Winter Wonderland Dance, Cielo 

December 4                Midnight Madness Winter Sports Kick-off 

December 7                PTSA Fundraiser – Material Girls  

December 5                 SAT (at WHHS) 

December 8                 Financial Aid Night workshop 

December 9                 Choral Concert 

December 17               Holiday Band Concert 

 

 

Cut and Keep 

December 23                Half-day of school 

December 24 -Jan. 1   Winter Recess—no school 

December                     Winter Sports Parent Meeting 

January 7                       Alumni Day 

January 13                    Half-day of school 

January 18                    MLK Jr. Day—no school 

January 19-22              Midterm Exams (tent.) 

January 22                   PTSA Tip A Teacher at Duffy’s  

January 23                   Children’s Theater  

January                         NHS Induction 

February 5, 19, 26      CAPT Prep Sessions – Science  

February 15-16           Mid-Year Break 

February                      DECA Fashion Fest 

March 2                       Statewide Administration of  
              SAT Gr. 11 



3 

Homework Video Tutor, www.PHSchool.com/math 

Practice algebra and geometry, get help with homework, review lesson if 
you missed class, prep for a test/quiz. 

 Under “Student Resources” click on “Textbook Companion Sites” 

 Click “PH Mathematics 2004,” then picture of textbook, then     
“Homework Video Tutors” 

 Choose chapter, lesson, objective 

Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 Books online, pearsonsuccessnet.com  

Click Successnet Login (Don’t create own username/password.) 

For username, type: westiestudent1516    For password, type: whhs123 

Scroll to book you need and click textbook name 

Type page number you need in upper left-hand corner 

CULINARY 

Cu
t a

nd
 K

ee
p 

OdysseyWare for all students, westhavensd.owschools.com 

 Student User Name:  your last name (capitalize 1st letter) and first 
three letters of your first name (no spaces) 

 Password: Student 

 Example:  Student’s Name:  Noah Webster 

                        User Name:  Websternoa 

                        Password:  Student 

 Choose topic and lesson you would like to review. 

MATH 

FRENCH 
Dinner event & trip explore 
French culture 

Students had a chance to attend a 

French dinner and movie night in 

October. In light of the depart-

ment’s November field trip to the 

Edith Piaf Spectacular, the movie 

was “La Vie En Rose” about French 

singer Edith Piaf’s life. Attendees 

enjoyed quiche and crème bru-

lee  prepared by the WHHS culi-

nary department, along with some 

French cheese and pizza. 

Students of French and chorus 

participated in the November field 

trip. Through story and song, the 

bilingual French music experience 

transported students into a Parisi-

an "Café Chanson" to teach them 

about Edith Piaf's Paris and the 

many fascinating events in her life. 

Class holds Farm-to-Table lesson  

Culinary students traveled to 

Lyman Orchards this fall to pick 

apples as part of a Farm-to-Table 

lesson.  They spent time in the or-

chards picking the best apples the 

season offered, ranging from Ma-

couns to Yellow Delicious.  They 

carefully selected the orchard’s 

best to use in pies they prepared 

soon after during cooking labs. 

The lesson involved learning apple 

facts, such as the amount of fiber, 

boron, pectin and calories in a sin-

gle apple. Students then crafted 

the crust, peeled, cored and sliced 

the apples, and made a home-

made apple crumb pie.   

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Senior Ann-Lyssa Asare attended a program called 

Laurel Girl's State this summer to get a better un-

derstanding of the democratic form of government 

and learn the importance of good citizenship. She 

was acknowledged this fall at the American Legion 

in West Haven, as the American Legion Auxiliary 

sponsored her to attend the program. 

http://www.PHSchool.com/math/
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STEM & TECH ED 
Sikorsky visit marks National 
Manufacturing Day 

Manufacturing students and a 

Girls in STEM group attended 

a field trip to Sikorsky in Octo-

ber in recognition of National 

Manufacturing Day. Sikor-

sky/UTC has been an active 

partner with WHHS in inspir-

ing students to embrace sci-

ence, technology, engineering 

and math (STEM). The Sikor-

sky Employee Resource 

Groups hosted the event. The 

trip included an executive 

overview of the company & 

culture, a dynamic facility tour 

of Stratford headquarters, a 

hangar tour, a lesson on Igor Sikorsky's office & history, and a briefing on aero-

space industry careers, scholarships and internships.   
  

Westie Engineers Attend Maker Faire   

Mr. Barraco accompanied a handful of engineering students to attend the Mak-

er Faire at Tunxis Community College in Farmington in October.  The Maker 

Faire was a hands-on event for students interested in creating, making, building, 

innovating, tinkering, hacking, engineering, learning, designing or con-

necting. Students will be able to apply lessons learned in Project Lead the Way 

Introduction to Engineering Design class at WHHS.  

Tech Ed visits Porter & Chester 

Tech Ed students toured Porter 
and Chester in October to ex-
perience firsthand what it’s 
like to be a student there and 
learn about programs in auto-
motive, electrical, HVAC and 
manufacturing. For example, 
students learned the automo-
tive program is one year where 
you "earn as you learn" and 
are guaranteed employment 
upon graduation. In addition, 
students learned once they 
complete a program like Porter and Chester’s, they will find work because 
there’s a demand for trained professionals. WHHS graduate of 2014 Russell 
Roberson shared his story with students and discussed his experience at Por-
ter and Chester. He graduated from the school in October and is now an elec-
trician’s apprentice. 

Students reminded of criteria 

The WHHS Committee for 

Honors/Advanced Placement 

welcomes students in the pro-

gram at WHHS.  We recognize 

the extra challenges students 

in honors classes have accept-

ed and support their efforts.  

All Honors/AP students must:   

—Maintain a B average or 

better (not a B-) in at least one 

Honors/AP class through the 

3rd Marking Period in order to 

participate in the WHHS Hon-

ors/AP Awards Ceremony at 

year’s end 

—Sit and take AP exam(s). 

Failure to do this will result in 

an F 

 —Have satisfactory attend-

ance and participation in 

class(es) as cited in the WHHS 

Student Handbook 

—Meet these criteria with in-

clusion of the mid-term grade 

—Abide by all WHHS Academ-

ic Integrity Committee policies 

—Have a grade of a C (not C-) 

in Honors and AP classes by 

the end of the 3rd marking 

period in order to have the 

class count toward their 10 or 

more Honors/AP classes for 

the senior plaque picture 

(starting with Class of 2018) 

HONORS CEREMONY 



5 

YEARBOOK WEST HAVEN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Main Branch, Elm Street, Teen Activities 

December 3: Holiday cards to the Vets 
December 10: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
December 17:  Anime/Manga Club 
November 23, December 7 & 21, 4 pm: 
Blue Devil’s Advocate Book Club  

Ora Mason Branch Teen Activities 

December 17, 3:30-4:30 pm: Cookie Decorating 

Louis Piantino Branch Teen Activities 

November 19, December 3, 10, & 17, 3 pm: 
Global Awareness Project     
Friday Afternoon Flix, Fridays, 3 pm: 
November 27:  Jupiter Ascending 
December 11:  Hot Pursuit 
November 18, 4 pm: Nail & String Art 
December 8, 4 pm:  Dot Painting 
December 23, 4 pm:  Chalkboards 
   

THEATRE WORKSHOP 

Cast performs first original piece 

Members of WHHS Children’s Theatre performed their first-

ever original piece entitled “How To Build A Fairytale” on Hal-

loween morning as part of the WHHS Fall Festival. It was a tale 

of elementary school children using their imaginations to cre-

ate the perfect recess. In their minds the perfect recess MUST 

include fairies, Little Red, Snow White, Cinderella and a Drag-

on. Or maybe all you need is a sandbox and some friends. 

The Children’s   

Theatre partnered 

with Haley Elemen-

tary School’s PTA 

for a special dinner 

event in October 

featuring superhe-

roes and princesses. 

CHILDREN’S THEATRE  

“Plaza Suite” set for Nov. 20 and 21 

The WHHS Theatre Workshop will perform 

“Plaza Suite” for its fall play on Nov. 20 and 

21 at 7:30 p.m. in the WHHS auditorium. The 

comedy is set in a suite of New York City’s 

Plaza Hotel and features three different acts 

that highlight the lives of various people 

staying in the suite. Pre-sale tickets are $8, 

tickets purchased at the door are $10, and 

college and high school students with ID are 

$5. 

Seniors: 

Buddy Pics: Taken outside of F109 before or after school 

for seniors only. Free. 

eShare: Students and parents may upload pictures for the 

yearbook Visit http://www.hjeshare.com/eShare and use 

school code:  WestHavenBlueFlame 

Baby ads: Ads must be placed by April 6.  Include any pho-

tos with the order form and payment. Put the graduate’s 

name, address and a phone number on the back photos so 

they can be returned to you. 1/8 page: $20; 1/4 page: $35; 

1/2 page-: $60; full page: $100; congratulatory message 

with no picture: $5. Make checks payable to West Haven 

High Blue Flame and send to Tracey Acquarulo at WHHS. 

Yearbooks are on sale now: 

Seniors: See Ms. Acquarulo in E-214 or visit 

whhs.whschools.org. Yearbooks are $70 before January 1, 

and $80 after January 1, 2016.   

Undergraduates: The yearbook staff is creating an under-

graduate yearbook in color featuring freshman, sopho-

mores and juniors. Purchase for $25 in Ms. Acquarulo’s 

room, E-214. 

GLEE CLUB & WRITING CLUB 
Seeking new members 
Glee Club and Creative Writing Club, both run by 
Mrs. Ficaro in F211, are seeking new members. 
Glee Club meets Tuesdays, and writing club 
meets every other Thursday. 
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Upcoming Events 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS 

 
 

ACT: The ACT is another option for most college admissions. Many students take it to see if they score at a high-
er level than the SAT.  The ACT is given at nearby schools.  
Register: www.act.org                       School Code: 070910  

 
 

FairTest: The FairTest is the National Center for fair and open testing for college admittance. The website 
(www.fairtest.org) lists colleges/universities who deemphasize the use of standardized tests by making admission 
decisions about a substantial numbers of applicants without using the SAT or ACT.  

SAT Test Dates  Registration Deadlines Late Registration Deadlines 

December 5 (WHHS) November 5 November 20-23 

ACT Test Dates   Registration Deadlines Late Registration Deadlines 

December 12 November 6 November 7-20 

 

COLLEGE APPLICATION REMINDERS 

*College applications should be completed by December 1. 
 
*Transcript and teacher/counselor recommendation re-
quests must be submitted two weeks in advance. Transcript 
requests after December 9 are processed after January 1. 
 
*Students are responsible for contacting the College Board 
or ACT to have official SAT or ACT Score Reports sent to col-
leges. WHHS does not send SAT/ACT scores to colleges.  
 
*Students are responsible for notifying School Counseling in 
a timely manner when completing a college application 
online by requesting a transcript via Naviance. 

SAT: Seniors considering attending a 4-year college should take the 
SAT Tests. Students interested in highly competitive schools should 
consider SAT II subject tests. Check with your college of interest as 
to what tests they require. Register: www.collegeboard.com  
School Code: 070910 

Students can take the SAT for free 
if they receive free or reduced 
lunch. Students can receive their 
SAT fee waiver in the School 
Counseling Department.  

School representatives will visit WHHS throughout the year. 
Students are encouraged to check Naviance (visits are locat-
ed under the college tab) and the Career Center about visits. 
Register to meet college reps on Naviance.  

On-the-Spot-Admissions Decision Day, Novem-

ber 17: School Counseling will host six colleges 

at the Savin Rock Conference Center to give on-
the-spot acceptance decisions to seniors. Partic-
ipants are: Albertus Magnus College, Central 
Connecticut State University, Southern Con-
necticut State University, University of Bridge-
port, University of New Haven and Western 
Connecticut State University.  
 
Financial Aid Night, December 8: FAFSA, the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid may be 
submitted beginning January 1. To receive prior-
ity consideration for state or college aid for col-
lege, submit your form by February 15 at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
 
Complete Your FAFSA Day, February:  WHHS 
will host a day for students and their parents to 
complete their FAFSA with a consultant. 
 
Alumni Day, January 7: Seniors will have an op-
portunity to speak with students from the 
WHHS Class of 2015 and other WHHS alumni 
who are currently attending college, technical 
schools or are in the military. Alumni will return 
to discuss topics frequently asked by seniors.  

Students interested in playing college sports should check 
their eligibility with the Athletic Department. Students must 
register with the NCAA to participate in any Division I or II 
sports or receive any form of athletic scholarship. Forms are 
available in the Athletic Department. 

COLLEGE/CAREER REPRESENTATIVE VISITS 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY 

http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
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 Counselors brought 35 students on the annual Campus 
Connection trip in September and visited six colleges: 
Brown University, Rhode Island College, Salve Regina Uni-
versity, University of Massachusetts – Lowell, Merrimack 
College and Endicott College. Westies experienced what 
colleges had to offer and received campus tours. Counse-
lors also brought 35 seniors to UConn in October. 

UPDATES BY GRADE 

FRESHMEN: Counselors met freshmen in 
September in small groups. Freshmen 
began completing their Career Interest 
Inventory via NAVIANCE/Family Connec-
tion in November. This is their first task 
as they begin to develop their personal-
ized Student Success Plan. Follow-up will 
be done in their classroom and students 
will be discussing the results with their 
school counselor in January. Students are 
encouraged to continue career explora-
tion using “NAVIANCE” and the Career 
Center (located in the cafe). 
 
Freshmen also took the PSAT/8/9 As-
sessment in October. This College Board 
assessment identifies a student’s skills 
and gaps in learning. It also jumps starts 
a student’s college and career explora-
tion. Scores will be reviewed and re-
turned to students in December. 
 
SOPHOMORES and JUNIORS: Grades 10 
and 11 took the PSAT at WHHS in Octo-
ber. A major benefit of the PSAT is that it 
jump starts students with college and 
career planning. The PSAT also helps stu-
dents increase their score on the SAT and 
provides entry into the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation competitions 
junior year. Scores will be available and 
reviewed with students in December. 
 

SENIORS: Seniors met with counselors in 
September about college planning and 
the application process. They will contin-
ue to meet with counselors for review of 
their Student Success Plan and postsec-
ondary planning. Graduation require-
ments will be discussed and senior con-
tracts will be signed and mailed home. 
Seniors must maintain a high level of 
grades throughout the year, as colleges 
will be requesting mid-year reports.  

November SCC Scholar Athletes  
Jeremy Borelli and Stefania     
Vendrella are the WHHS SCC No-
vember Scholar Athletes. Borelli is 
a four-year member of the hockey 
and tennis teams and a Peer Advo-
cate. Vendrella is a four-year 
member and captain of the volley-
ball and tennis teams and on Class 
Council. Both are in the NHS. 

SWIMMING & DIVING 
The following swimmers and 
divers qualified for States: Mary 
Luz Heidtmann, Talia Raucci, 
Karen Caceres, Jillian Doherty, 
Nicole Gaston and Anya 
Celmer. 
 

SOCCER 

Soccer player 
Salah  Oumor-
ou was named 
the SCC 2015 
Boys Soccer 
Player of the 
Year. 
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West Haven Board of Education 

1 McDonough Plaza 

West Haven, CT  06516-5257 

Mission Statement 

We at West Haven High School 

  

Commit to an education that promotes 

critical thinking, communication and prob-

lem solving. 

 

Advocate the development of student 

talent, as well as collaboration with par-

ents and the local community. 

 

Reinforce the values of mutual respect, 

courtesy and diversity. 

 

Encourage students to develop responsi-

bility, accountability and self-discipline. 

NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 


